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OCPS Top Talent is a wonderful
showcase of the best and brightest
student performers across the district.
Freedom High School Class of 2023
Alum, Vanessa Dominguez, claimed
top prize honors in 2021 and 2023. 

All interested students are welcome
to apply and take part in the audition
process.

Who will be the next Freedom Patriot
to win the OCPS Top Talent?
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    Another great week is in the books for our staff and students! We continue to
carry out our pillars of Honor, Excellence, and Tradition in truly remarkable ways. I
am proud of the wonderful accomplishments of our students, and I am humbled by
the way that each and every one of our Patriots represent Freedom High School.
     
     Congratulations to our Robotics team who took home First Place at the
Lockheed Martin Robotics competition this week. We also want to recognize the
incredible efforts of our six Patriots who have been recognized as National Merit
Scholarship Finalists. These academic feats are a sign of the amazing work that our
staff and students dedicate themselves to on a daily basis.
      
     This is a great school with great people doing great things. Most importantly,
this is OUR school, and this is OUR Freedom!

Principal, Freedom High School

Charles France

TOP TALENT AUDTIONS CONTINUE THROUGH FEB. 29th

https://www.foundationforocps.org/p/69/accepting-applications-for-top-talent-live-2024


https://freedomhsptsa.memberhub.com/store?limit=21&live=true
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Q: What makes a ‘good day’ at school?
A: The best days are days when my students are excited about
the activity and make connections to the information they did not
have before. Teachers live for those “A-ha” moments. 

Michele Fierle
Biology | Email: Michele.Fierle@ocps.net

Ybelise Escoto

Q: What’s the best thing about being a teacher?
A: I enjoy teaching my subject to students that truly want to
learn. I think it's a privilege to be a part of our students'
learning experience. 

Anatomy & Physiology | Email: Ybelise.Escoto@ocps.net

Sheldon Smith
Chemistry | Email: Sheldon.Smith@ocps.net

Q: How does technology make teaching more simple or difficult?
A: Technology is both a blessing and a curse. It makes information
far more accessible to the students and gives them a wide
breadth of tools to analyze and record content. 

Julie Singleton
Biology | Email: Julie.Liss@ocps.net

Q: What makes a ‘good day’ at school?
A: A good day is when my students are engaged, focused and
inquisitive about the science we are learning in class. I truly enjoy
watching them make discoveries within our content area, so lab
days are usually my favorite “good days”.

https://www.instagram.com/ocps_freedomhs/
https://freedomhs.ocps.net/


Seniors, make plans to celebrate the Class of 2024
at Universal Orlando’s Grad Bash.

Online ticket sales on SchoolPay for Grad Bash are
availble until Friday, February 23rd. 

Cash only ticket sales for Grad Bash will take place
after school on Mondays, Wednesdays, and
Fridays from February 26th until March 8th in the
media center.

Tickets are $120 each for FHS seniors only, no
guests are allowed, and you must not have any
obligations in order to purchase your ticket.

Congratulations to our six Freedom
Patriots who were named National Merit
Scholarship Finalists.

Pictured L-R: Melissa Crespilho,
Sharanya Chatterjee, Mateo Bodon,
Ronit Apsingekar, Alex Zhang, and Diego
Morales.

We are proud to recognize these
students for their outstanding
performance on the Preliminary
SAT/National Merit Scholarship
Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT®) and the
distinction of being among the highest-
scoring entrants in the state of Florida.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 
NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP FINALISTS

SENIORS GET YOUR
UNIVERSAL ORLANDO

GRAD BASH TICKETS NOW





Congratulations to Ms. Moody for being selected as our
January Teacher of the Month.

Ms. Moody is very caring and shows her consideration
by going the extra mile for her students. Her classroom
is always well decorated, and she is engages with all her
students.

A special thank you to Jojo’s Shake Bar, ClubZ Tutoring,
Jeremiah’s Italian Ice and Bahama Bucks for the gifts
provided to the teacher of the month.

Congratulations to the Girls Wrestling Team  
on a strong performance at Regionals,
including the who punched their tickets to
the State Championships.

Congratulations to Miabella Lopez, Maite
Coutinho, Isabel Duarte, Alissa Brown
Washington, Sky Athey and Rotchiva
Clermont on punching their tickets to the
FHSAA State Wrestling Championships
March 1-2 at Silver Spurs Arena.

Congratulations to Jaden Samules for being selected
as our January Student of the Month.

Jaden is very helpful in class, and always volunteers to
assist with tasks in the classroom. Jaden has excelled
in the CBVE Program at Publix by learning new skills
and applying the training to his work.

A special thank you to Jojo’s Shake Bar, ClubZ
Tutoring, Jeremiah’s Italian Ice and Bahama Bucks for
the gifts provided to the student of the month.

JADEN SAMUELS IS THE JANUARY
FHS STUDENT OF THE MONTH

MS. MOODY IS THE JANUARY
FHS TEACHER OF THE MONTH

GIRLS WRESTLING PUNCH
THEIR TICKET TO STATES



On February 6th, a group of students with
intellectual disabilities took a tour of Special Hearts
Farm in Winter Garden. 

Special Hearts Farm is an OCPS Transition Site
school. Students that have met the graduation
requirements have the option to remain in school
and continue at a transition site. Special Hearts
Farm is one of several sites that help students gain
the skills and knowledge that they need for
employment. 

All of the students had a great time and some of
them are very interested in attending after they
graduate.

A VISIT TO SPECIAL HEART FARMS:
POST HIGH SCHOOL TRANSITION SITE TOUR



Congratulations to the Freedom High School
Robotics team who took home First Place in the
Lockheed Martin Robotics Competition on
Thursday, February 22nd. Coming in first place at
this prestigious event is an incredible
accomplishment for the Robotics team. 

A Special Thank you to our Teacher of the Year,
Mr. Michael Hellmund, and our brilliant team on
representing Freedom High School with excellence.

Several of our FHS Staff hit the ground running at the 3rd
Annual OCPS Foundation School Spirit Run. This event raises
support for the OCPS Foundation and celebrates the OCPS
community by bringing everyone together for a fun run
through Sea World. 

A special thank you to Mr. Singer, Mrs. Kraemer, Mr. Harkins,
Mrs. Kline, Mr. Kline, Mrs. Caliari, Ms. Natalia Caliari, and Mrs.
Duarte for representing Freedom HIgh School.

FHS TAKES 1ST AT LOCKHEED MARTIN
ROBOTICS COMPETITION

FHS STAFF SHOWS OFF PATRIOT PRIDE
AT OCPS ANNUAL SCHOOL SPIRIT RUN





STUDENT LIFE AT FHS
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FreedomHS.OCPS.net@OCPS_FreedomHS

CLICK HERE TO READ THE LATEST ISSUE OF OUR STUDENT NEWSPAPER “FREEDOM PRESS”

https://freedomhs.ocps.net/school_information/freedom_press
https://freedomhs.ocps.net/
https://www.instagram.com/ocps_freedomhs/
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https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=MTenMFp9k0akrx9dTnTKk31nM5sBtlJHtdRhU2GdsE1UQjVaME5HRUFGMU9NVlpIN0xNRVgwTFUxUi4u

